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Elton John named Adams Center director
Alex Sakariassen
DAILY DISAPPOINTMENT
British pop-star Elton John
made yet another appearance at
the Adams Center last week. And
this time, the Rocket Man landed
for good.
“When Elton’s agent suggested
the University hire him as the new
director for the Adams Center, we

jumped at the chance,” University
of Montana President George
Dennison said. “I mean, can you
imagine turning down that kind of
offer from a world-class act?”
John ofﬁcially took over
operations from the previous
Adams Center director yesterday.
In his ﬁrst action as director, John
promised a donation of $100,000
to the Rolling Stones Chicken Pox

Association as incentive for the
rockers to return to UM.
“I can’t think of anyone who
won’t beneﬁt from a second Rolling
Stones concert,” John told the Daily
Disappointment in an exclusive
interview Monday morning. “It’ll
be great for the students, it’ll be
great for Montana, it’ll be great for
the University’s reputation.”
See ELTON, page 5

Forecast

High 145F
Low 120F

Bone Dry
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The dried husk that was Nate Doe rests under the Madison Street Bridge. Doe, a selﬂess and
generous individual, died after donating all his bodily ﬂuids.

Donations suck life
out of UM student
Bill Oram
DAILY DISAPPOINTMENT

Photo Illustration by Daily Disappointment

The Daily Disappointment’s hidden surveillance camera catches ASUM President Dustin Leftridge ﬂeeing Bab’s Brothel, near downtown Missoula,
where he is considered a “regular.” Leftridge was arrested Saturday for entertaining an upscale prostitute in a Miller Hall dorm room.

Leftridge caught in prostitution ring
Mark Page
DAILY DISAPPOINTMENT
In an unusual turn of events
at the University of Montana
on Saturday, the Missoula Vice
Squad arrested ASUM President
Dustin Leftridge after ﬁnding
him in a Miller Hall dorm room
with an upscale prostitute known

professionally as “Jeanette.”
There have also been reports
police found former New York
Gov. Elliot Spitzer in the bushes
outside the dorm, but this is
unsubstantiated as of press time.
Police said Leftridge was
very displeased when the
Missoula Vice Squad, a brand
new department of the Missoula

Police Department, caught him
chasing “Jeanette” around the
dorm room wearing only chaps
and bowtie.
“Jeanette” reportedly charges
upwards of $4,000 per “session,”
according to Vice Squad Captain
Dick Cotaho.
“We just haven’t seen this
See SCANDAL, page 5

An enterprise that began as
a ﬂuid source of income two
years ago for a University of
Montana student ultimately led
to his death, a coroner’s report
released Monday said.
Nate Doe, affectionately
known by friends as “Juice,”
donated and sold plasma,
sperm, urine, blood and spit
regularly, friends say, and was
found dead under the Madison
Street Bridge last week, sucked
bone dry of all bodily ﬂuids.
“He was shriveled like a
raisin. He looked kinda like one
of those cadavers you see on
the Discovery Channel,” said
Jim Lemcke, director of Public
Safety. “Or Calista Flockhart.”
Celebrity look-alikes aside,
the case puts a heightened focus
on plasma and other bodily ﬂuid
donation centers, which pay up
to $50 for each donation. Doe
reportedly was donating or
selling at least two ﬂuids daily.
Lemcke said it was likely
the selling of his blood that
ultimately killed Juice, but that
the frequent donation of his
other ﬂuids played a role in his
death.
“Giving to charity is a great
gift to society,” Lemcke said.
“However, you can only give so
much of yourself. It’s just sad
that this young man had to pay
the ultimate price to learn that
lesson.”
Longtime friend Hanka Ring
said Doe’s weekly income was
between $2,000 and $3,000.
“He made quite a little
business out of it,” Ring said. “It

paid for his school and books,
as well as some rather exquisite
gifts for his girlfriend.”
Indeed, an inquiry into his
credit card statements showed
tens of thousands of dollars
spent at Tiffany & Co. in the
past year, as well as several
trips to Mexico and Hawaii.
Doe seemed to have his
system worked out perfectly.
His blood was sold to a food
bank for modern-day vampires,
his urine to steroid-using high
school athletes and his saliva to
criminals hoping to beat DNA
tests.
“It was really lucrative,”
Ring said.
One small vial of blood
can fetch as much as $100
on the black market, while
urine is good for at least $25,
Ida Drain, a UM professor
in the Department of Human
Secretions, said.
She added that Doe’s
only legal practices were his
regulated donations of sperm
and plasma.
“It seems like it really sucked
to be this guy,” Drain said.
Lemcke said Doe died
Thursday after draining his body
of blood. The Web site, www.
ReVampingMissoula.com
had a posting announcing an
upcoming convention of Rocky
Mountain Region vampires in
Missoula. Ring said Doe told
her that he had been asked to
cater the event.
“He was ready to put his
blood, sweat and tears into
making that convention ﬂow
smoothly,” she said through
tears. “I guess he only got as far
See DRAINED, page 4
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Around the Ofﬁce

EDITORIAL

Foolʼs Day brings fake
news, real reactions

Q1: What news did we miss during break?
Q2: What news did you make during break?

Mother nature played her own sort of
tomfoolery Monday morning. A spring break
return seemed especially cruel coming back
from 70-degree temperatures on the slick
rocks of Moab to the snowy, slippery streets of
Missoula.
Unfortunately, a smooth transition back to
school isn’t likely for Tuesday either.
On the ﬁrst of April, I must not forget
to check for a booby-trapped kitchen-sink
Karen Plant
sprayer, for pouncing boys around hallway
News Editor
corners and for saltshakers full of sugar.
However, I have ammunition of my own: baby oil on doorknobs,
early-set alarm clocks and a recipe for spaghetti and malt balls.
For years, people have pulled April Fools’ Day pranks
worldwide, as noted by nationalgeographic.com/news.
Spring came early in 1957, prompting a bumper spaghetti
harvest in Switzerland, the British Broadcasting Company
reported, with video of Swiss farmers harvesting spaghetti from
trees. Television viewers ﬂooded the phone lines, asking how to
buy their own spaghetti plants.
Five major cities reported in 1996 that the Taco Bell Corporation
had purchased the Liberty Bell from the U.S. government and was
relocating it to Irvine, Calif., in an “effort to help the national
debt.” Outraged people called the National Historic Park in
Philadelphia.
In 1998, the Alabama Legislature voted to change the
mathematical value of pi from 3.14159 to three, the April
newsletter of the New Mexicans for Science and Reason reported.
Legislators were bombarded with calls protesting the law.
The Museum of Hoaxes lists more April Fools’ Day tricks.
In 1949, a New Zealand disc jockey announced that a mile-wide
wasp swarm was headed toward Auckland. He urged listeners
to protect themselves by wearing their socks over their trousers
when they left for work and to leave honey-smeared traps outside
their doors. Hundreds apparently fell for his prank.
In 1993, a DJ in San Diego announced that the space shuttle
Discovery had been diverted from Edwards Air Force Base
and would land instead at a small airport just outside of town.
Thousands of people headed for Montgomery Field causing trafﬁc
jams needing police assistance. The ofﬁcers said they would bill
the radio station.
In 1993, a German radio station told listeners that city ofﬁcials
in Cologne passed a regulation limiting joggers to a 6 miles per
hour pace to prevent disturbing the squirrels who were in the
middle of their mating season.
In 2005 Robert Siegel, of National Public Radio, reported that
Vermont maple trees were exploding because farmers weren’t
fully draining them of their syrup content after low-carb diets
suppressed demand for sweets.
So today, check twice before turning on the faucet, look twice
before walking down the hallway and think twice before sprinkling
on the salt or you too may be the victim of tomfoolery.

Sean Breslin, editor in chief

Q1: Apparently gas prices went up. I drive too much.
Q2: I learned how to make smiley faces on G-Chat!

Mark Page, reporter

Q1: I dunno what to say to that question. I’ll think about it, OK?
Q2: Well, I can’t tell you cuz the cops might bust me down.

Jessica Mayrer, news editor

Q1: What’s the question again?
Q2: I jumped into the mermaid pool at the Sip n Dip…

Bill Oram, sports reporter

Q1: No more than we miss any week we are publishing.
Q2: I quit drinking … at 3 a.m. Sunday.

Carol Van Valkenburg, faculty adviser

Q1: Well, you missed Jimmy Wilson’s court appearance in
Los Angeles, and you missed the Milltown Dam removal.
Q2: I caught two ﬁsh on the Bitterroot!

Rachel Cook, design editor

Q1: Wha? Puppies?
Q2: I found a really cute little chihuahua puppy for
only $1,000. It was so cute! It had little white paws and I
would’ve called him Mittens!

Mike Gerrity, crime reporter

Q1: Hillary Clinton and her sweet cankles are coming to
Missoula. Rock dude.
Q2: Your mom. Actually, I did get assaulted by a stripper.

Karl Krempel, copy editor

Q1: The question is, Did anyone miss the Kaimin?
Q2: I’m awesome.

Montana Kaimin

110 years

The Montana Kaimin, in its
110th year, is published by the
students of The University of
Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the
Montana Kaimin for practice
courses but assumes no control over policy or content.
Send letters to the editor to
kaiminletters@umontana.edu
or drop them off in Anderson
Hall 208.
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Devious dealer, disturbing duds, destructive demons, damaged dogs
Mike Gerrity
DAILY DISAPPOINTMENT
April 1, 8:30 a.m.
A TA for the chemistry
department was caught drinking
two 40 oz. bottles of Olde English
malt liquor in a lawn chair in
the middle of the Oval while
attempting to sell black-tar heroin
to students who passed by. When
it was discovered that he was
selling the drug for more than
double its street value, he was
taken into custody for proﬁteering.
“That guy seriously needs to check
the market value of that stuff,”
said Jim Lemcke, director of the
Ofﬁce of Public Safety. He was
also charged with distribution of
dangerous drugs and MIPA (minor
in possession of awesome).
April 1, 11:25 p.m.
A student was caught putting
pasties on the Oval Griz statue
while wearing a red ﬁshnet
bodysuit. Ofﬁcers were not sure
what to charge him with. “He
looked like a cheap whore on a
bad day, but I guess that’s not a
crime,” Lemcke said. The student
was charged with vandalism and

DRAINED
Continued from page 1

as the blood.”
Sweat and tears are presently
untapped markets, and could have
been quite lucrative for Doe, Drain

disturbing the peace for playing
“You Spin Me Round (Like a
Record)” on a boom box.
April 1, 12:30 p.m.
Ofﬁcers responded to a call in
the Food Zoo that a student had
gone ballistic and was hurling food
and drink at students. He seemed
disturbed
and
inconsolable,
screaming “The government is
putting ﬂuoride in the tap water!”
Ofﬁcers then Tasered the student.
It only made him angrier. He then
picked up both of the responding
ofﬁcers
and
hurled
them
effortlessly into the salad bar. He
was later subdued when SWAT
negotiators played “Barbie Girl,”
by Aqua and calmed him down.
“That song really reaches out to
people,” Lemcke said. The student
was charged with assault and being
a total badass.
April 1, 11:53 p.m.
Ofﬁcers were called to deal
with a student who was stomping
around the library while talking
people down, shouting such
epithets as “You don’t know
what I’m capable of! I write
for arts dammit! I covered the
said.
Doe’s parents could not be
reached for comment, but his
sister, J. N. Doe, said her brother
got the inspiration for his business
after seeing an ad in the Montana
Kaimin as a freshman.
“The happy, smiling sperm got

April 1, 3:45 p.m.
A jogger stood in the middle of traffic
and was hit by a bus on Arthur Avenue. He
sustained absolutely no injuries but the bus
was totaled. “He just stood there drinking
a Slushie and the whole bus just collapsed
on him,” said Jim Lemcke, director of Public
Safety. “After it was all over he just looked
annoyed.” The jogger is being fined for
malicious jaywalking. He will also be charged
for a new bus and medical treatment for all
of the seriously injured.
Decemberists, you bastard!!” The
student was arrested for public
power, drunkenness.
April 1, 6:66 p.m.
A student was playing Ouija
in the Oval and rocking out way
too hard when he inadvertently
summoned a demon troll from the
Netherworld, who proceeded to
destroy campus and cause millions
of dollars in damage. The Society
for Creative Anachronisms arrived
on scene and slew the beast.
Local D&D Clubs then used
their massive experience points
to magically rebuild campus. The
student was charged with crimes
to him,” she said. “Juice always
wanted to help people. He was
such a giver.”
Doe is survived by his sister, two
parents, a jar full of mosquitoes he
employed, and 4,108 children he
never met.

5-0
Blotter

against humanity.
April 1, 6:37 p.m.
Ofﬁcers were called to
investigate a disturbance at
Duniway Hall. A student was
attempting to build a time machine
out of a potato hotwired into a strobe
light. Subsequently, the student
was sent back to the 18th century
and
inadvertently
prevented
the American Revolution from
taking place. When he returned,
British ﬂags were hanging all over
campus. “Mike Gerrity essentially
destroyed America,” Lemcke said.
“Curse him.” The student was
charged with treason and will be
kicked out of this year’s science

fair for children.
April 1, 10:00 p.m.
A student was reportedly
walking around campus kicking
dogs, who were left tied up
outside, in the stomach. She was
apparently grumbling “Puppy
abortion…puppy abortion.” She
was charged with practicing puppy
eugenics without a license.
Citations:
Mike Gerrity, 20, malicious
jaywalking, destroying a bus
Murphy
Woodhouse,
21,
vandalism
Karl Krempel, 20, MIPA (minor
in possession of awesome)
Mike Gerrity, 20, felony
assault
Mike Gerrity, 20, being a total
badass
Alex Sakariassen, 21, public
power-drunkenness
Mike Gerrity, 20, crimes against
humanity
Mike Gerrity, 20, treason
Rachel Cook, 21, kicking
puppies
Jessica Mayrer, 66, kicking
people in the face
Sean Breslin, 26, being a nancyboy
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Broadcast students
take talents elsewhere
Rachel Cook
& Shane McMillan
DAILY DISAPPOINTMENT
Broadcast
and
RadioTV students in the School of
Journalism are setting a new
standard in seedy. Their adult
ﬁlm production company, The
BJ-School, swept the 20th annual
Pornies Pornography Awards in
Las Vegas last week.
“I feel that this is a really
under–recognized art form that
people are starting to appreciate in
America,” Melanie Overback said.
For the past three years, she has
managed BJ-School and produced
a record breaking 452 ﬁlms.
In 2005, Overback teamed up
with Bryon Fire-in-the-Forest
and Naughty Nattie to found BJSchool. Fire-in-the-Forest headed
up the directing and editing while
Nattie starred in the company’s
ﬁrst ﬁlms.
“I’m just a character, so I don’t
get to use the editing equipment as
much, I specialize more in other
equipment,” Nattie said.
The team invited students to
casting calls held in the steam
tunnels under the Oval. Over 500
students showed up to their ﬁrst
casting call, Overback said. They
began shooting ﬁlms in locations
across campus, from study lounges
to the UC.
“My favorite location is the
steam tunnel under Main Hall,
‘cuz I know the big wigs like
G-Diddy are doing their work
upstairs, while we do ours down
below,” Nattie said.
Since their ﬁrst release,
“Nudes-paper”, BJ-School’s ﬁlms
have become wildly popular with
college students. Their mix of
informative newscasts and naughty
plotlines keep students up to date
on the news while providing new
material for the bedroom.
However, this is the ﬁrst
year the adult ﬁlm industry

Photo Illustration by Daily Disappointment

The cast of “Exxxtra Sexxxtra” gathers around ﬁlm star Sean Getsin on the ﬁlm’s cover.

SCANDAL

Continued from page 1
sort of upscale lady offering
herself on the streets of Missoula
before,” Cotaho said. “Generally,
when these high-end prostitutes
start operating in a city, it’s the
politicians who ﬁrst jump at the
chance to get down. I guess
they just have the most pent-up
energy.”
UM President George Dennison
has sworn to purge this school of
the black eye it has gotten during
this affair and has installed UM
Executive Vice President Jim
Foley as ASUM President. To
meet the requirements of ASUM
bylaws, Foley enrolled in seven
credits, taking classes in archery,
basket-weaving and massage.
“Oooh, look at my pretty
baskets,” Foley said with a freakish
grin.
It seems Foley was too intent
on his “pretty baskets” to offer any
other comments.
The circumstances surrounding
how Leftrige got tracked down to
Miller Hall are still murky.

According to the afﬁdavit,
police had been monitoring the
prostitution ring for months, and
started to investigate Leftridge
after they noticed large sums in a
front company’s accounts marked
“ASUM.” The ASUM Senate had
on several occasions approved
the use of thousands of dollars for
Leftridge to travel to Washington
for conferences on “how to be a
better politician.”
Leftridge denies all involvement
with the prostitution ring.
“I wasn’t doing anything
wrong, except maybe doing the
wrong thing in the wrong place,”
Leftridge said. “Jeanette is a friend
of mine, and she is certainly no
prostitute.”
ASUM Vice President Tara
Ness expressed her sense of
disbelief and betrayal at the hands
of her running mate.
“Shame on you, Dustin
Leftridge,” Ness said. “It’s time
you acted in a manner consistent
with your messages. That’s what
I expect from you.”
Ness then broke into a ﬁt of
rage when asked about Dennison’s
militaristic takeover of ASUM. She

said Dennison had been waiting for
a moment like this for years, like
a tiger in the bushes outside an
Indian day care.
The prostitute “Jeanette” has
not been charged with a crime
after she agreed to testify against
Leftridge and Ashley Mckee, the
owner of Happy Times Inc., the
company being used as front for
the prostitution ring.
McKee refused to comment for
this article.
The Daily Disappointment
tracked down Spitzer, who moved
to Missoula after the New York
Legislature threatened to ﬂog
him, working at a downtown
construction site.
Spitzer has
gotten Leftridge a job with him
erecting scaffolding and shouting
at college chicks.
“Hey, baby, I’m from New
York, New York, baby,” Spitzer
yelled.
“East Coast hardcore,
baby, come to my place.”
Leftridge said he and his newest
buddy are saving money to move
to Las Vegas.
“The land of milk and honey for
us,” Leftridge said. “We’re gonna
make one helluva team.”

ELTON
Continued from page 1
The Rolling Stones concert
has been scheduled for Sept. 7.
One stipulation of the concert
contract, obtained by the Daily
Disappointment from John’s
ofﬁce, states that Dennison will be
allowed to jam with the band on
stage during the concert.
“From what I hear, that dude
can really rock,” John said.
UM Executive Vice President
Jim Foley agreed, saying he’s seen
Dennison in action.
“I walked into George’s ofﬁce
last Tuesday and caught him
rocking out on air guitar,” Foley
said. “I won’t lie. It was kind of
weird. But he seemed to know
what he was doing.”
Dennison
denied
any
knowledge of the Rolling Stones
concert agreement and claimed
the University will not participate
in any fundraising efforts at the
Adams Center.
“Are you kidding?” he said.
“Elton could raise that kind of
money in his sleep.”
As for being asked to play on
stage with the Rolling Stones,
Dennison said he wasn’t surprised.

recognized the accomplishments
of this underground company.
Overback credits their success to
the improved equipment in Don
Anderson Hall and a new leading
man.
Sean Getsin, a reporter for the
Montana Kaimin, ﬁrst attended
one of the underground casting
calls in hopes of ﬁnding a story.
Instead, he wound up starring in
BJ-School’s most successful ﬁlm
to date, “Exxtra Sexxtra Edition”.
“I knew I would never make
ends meet as a reporter so I ﬁgured
porn would be a fun way to
supplement my income,” Getsin
said.
Co-star Nattie said of Getsin,
“You know, because he’s print
he’s not used to the audio visual,
so it took him time to get used to
that, we had to do some dubbing
in the early ﬁlms. And with him
the equipment and creative angles
really helped with him, you know,
making things bigger.”
Getsin has enjoyed the fame and
awards have been great, especially
the Porny for Best Leading Lad,
he said. However, it’s the simple
pleasures of his new profession he
enjoys most.
“Journalism was too stiﬂing,”
Getsin said. “It’s so much more
satisfying working with my
hands.”
In addition to Getsin’s award,
the BJ-School crew tucked a Best
Sound Effects and Best Camera
Angles award under their belts.
“It’s a very illustrious thing that
we do,” Fire-in-the-Forest said.
“It’s very hard to get good camera
angles when there’s legs and arms
ﬂailing about and you have to be
creative.”
With plenty of recognition from
their peers, these porn prodigies
plan on breaking new ground.
“This is a growing, unexplored
genre,” Overback said. “We are
going to be innovators in the porn
industry.”
“Dude, I can really rock,” he
said.
The Daily Disappointment
managed to reach Rolling Stones
frontman Mick Jagger Monday
afternoon for an interview. Jagger
said he’d never heard of Dennison
personally, but felt conﬁdent in
Elton’s decision.
“I don’t know what goes on
behind those rose-tinted glasses,
but if Elton says the dude rocks, the
dude rocks,” Jagger said. “Now,
I’m sorry, where’s Missoula again?
Is that in Greece?”
Jagger’s agent, Roland Stoneson,
later apologized for Jagger not
remembering the Missoula concert
of fall 2006.
“Seriously, he’s had a hard time
remembering anything since about
1973,” Stoneson said. “I doubt he
remembers the band has a Chicken
Pox charity.”
In addition to the Rolling Stones
concert, John has scheduled an
Elton John concert in the Adams
Center every night through 2013.
The next several seasons of Griz
basketball have subsequently been
relocated to the Open Space in the
PAR-TV building.
“Yeah, the sports fans might be
a little upset, but I’m the Rocket
Man, baby. I’m a world-class act,”
John said.
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For urban crooks, Griz football looks like a clean slate
Jake Grilley
DAILY DISAPPOINTMENT

Photo Illustration by Daily Disappointment

Monte keeps an eye out for new recruits.

Lurch “Tha Killer” Kophowski
is a hardened criminal. He is
currently serving his sixth year
of a nine-year sentence for armed
robbery at The California Institute
for Men in Chino, Calif.
Kophowski’s arms and chest
are heavily covered with tattoos
–90 percent of which Kophowski
says he did himself with a ballpoint
pen “out in the yard.” Extensive
ink work of barbwire, shattered
glass and broken hearts make
Kophowski’s upper body a living
mural to his life on the streets.
However, its Kophowski’s
newest tattoo that is garnering
all the attention. Located in the
middle of Kophowski’s forehead,
half-tattooed, half-carved is the
UM logo of the University of
Montana.
Kophowski likened his tattoo
to that of any recruit announcing
where they would be going to
school.
“Ya know on ESPN, when
they show those college recruits
declaring what school they will be
going to by putting on that school’s
hat,” Kophowski says. “Well they
don’t let us wear hats here in the
pen, so I decided I would just etch
it on my forehead.”
Kophowski, is among the
growing number of prison inmates
seeking recruitment to play
football in the state of Montana.
Last year Montana State
University led the nation in prison
recruitment letters with 87. The
University of Montana ranked
near the bottom with 11.
But after several off the ﬁeld
instances this past year, it appears
that Montana might not only

compete with its instate rival
but, as it has over the majority
of the football rivalry, beat the
Bobcats when it comes to prison
recruitment.
Stephen Jones, a 25-year
veteran corrections ofﬁcer at
Chino has seen the inmates desire
shift from wanting to play for
more urban schools to wanting
to play at more rural schools, like
Montana and Montana State.
“You know 10, 15, 20 years
ago all these guys wanted to go
to places like (The University of)
Miami and Florida State,” Jones
says. “I can see the draw for those
kinds of places. I mean the girls,
the beach, the clubs. Hell, I would
want to play football there. But
Montana? I guess I just don’t get
it.”
Fellow inmate Curtis “The
Tormenter” Torgelson says the
Montana schools have greatly
increased their street credibility in
the last couple years.
“You know back in the day the
only real tough things you could
say about Montana is that those
boys got your back in a bar ﬁght,”
Torgelson says. “But now, armed
robbery, drugs, murder. Those
boys representin’.”
The University of Montana
Athletic Department declined
to comment whether or not it
was actively seeking prison
recruitments. But an anonymous
source within the department says,
“If they can play ball, we want
them on our team. We’ve got a
stadium to pay for.”
There have been ongoing
discussions between UM and
Montana State to play this
year’s Brawl of the Wild CatGriz game in alternate uniforms.
Montana would wear bright
orange jumpsuits and Montana
State would wear black-and-white
striped pajamas. It is unclear at
this point what the referees would
wear to distinguish themselves
from the Bobcats.
Kophowski says he is eager to
don the maroon and silver of the
Grizzlies and even break out his
lucky orange jumpsuit against the
Bobcats (that is if he makes his
parole, scheduled for April 27).
“Prison teaches you everything
you need to know out there on the
gridiron,” he says. “You learn to
be mean, to be tough and to never
ever back down. I’m grizzly, that
is what hard time will do to a man.
I can’t think of a more ﬁtting team
for me to play for than Montana.”
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daily disappointment

‘Chinese Democracy’ almost upon us
Steve Miller
DAILY DISAPPOINTMENT
Mankind’s
greatest
achievements are as follows:
Fire ﬁrst discovered: Circa
770,000 B.C.
Whisky invented in Scotland:
1494 A.D.
Color Me Badd releases “I Want
to Sex You Up”: 1991
Guns ’n’ Roses ﬁnally completes
Chinese Democracy: deﬁnitely
someday soon.
Back in the late ’80s and early
’90s, no one delivered the rock and/
or roll like GNR. From their debut,
Appetite For Destruction to Use
Your Illusion I & II, the L.A. quintet
of awesomeness (Axl, Slash, Duff,
Izzy/Gilby, Steve/Matt, and later
Dizzy, but he doesn’t count) sold
records like mad and packed arenas
during extensive world tours.
Despite this success, the glam
rockers steered clear of any
egomaniacal alienation to their fans,
as best exempliﬁed by front man
Axl Rose – whether it be tackling
an audience member in St. Louis
for recording their performance,
or shortening a Montreal concert
because of a sore throat (the same
concert in which Metallica front
man James Hetﬁeld suffered
serious burns from standing too
close to the pyrotechnics).
Although both instances led to
intense rioting, Axl and the boys
continued to keep us fans close to
their hearts by continually releasing
new, quality music ... or at least

kept the prospect of releasing such
material fresh in our minds.
Their latest effort, the 15 yearsand-counting project titled Chinese
Democracy, promises not only
to be their best yet, but rather the
greatest collection of songs ever
assembled by human beings.
After replacing the core members
with session musicians and bucketwearing guitarist (see Buckethead),
Axl is ﬁnally surrounded with an
ensemble worthy of presenting his
masterful vision.
At this point, however, only
seven songs have been released to
the public, yet even as incomplete
demos, they leave one in a state
of otherworldly awe, and render
even the purest of human emotion
inadequate.
Their styles range from
unbelievably perfect industrial rock
(“Chinese Democracy”), virtually
ﬂawless mega ballads (“The Blues,”
“Catcher in the Rye,” “Better,”),
practically impeccable opuses of
epic-ness (“I.R.S.”, “Madagascar”
“There Was a Time”) as well as
every other genre or subgenre on
earth.
They have all the bases covered.
Considering that it’s taken so
long to complete the album, I’m
assuming that those released are
only a third of what will be the
ﬁnished product, making that 21
songs in all. Axl is holding back the
remaining 14 most likely to protect
us from dying of inconceivable
joy: We aren’t ready for the
sheer ambrosial bliss of Chinese

Democracy as a whole.
The remaining fourteen songs
of mystery leave a lot of room for
speculation, but the forecast calls
for heavy thunderstorms of inyour-face badditude, with a 100
percent chance of face-melting
guitar licks and ﬂurries of hellﬁre
bass with brimstone drums later.
In short, I predict unfathomable
greatness. As this article goes
to press, Axl and the boys are
undoubtedly slaving away to
ﬁnish this milestone achievement
in mankind’s history. Screw
the cynics who claim Chinese
Democracy is the most expensive
album ($13 million according to
the New York Times) never to be
released – it’s just a decade and a
half work in progress. Obviously,
Axl, like Michelangelo painting
the Sistine Chapel, can’t be rushed
to produce perfection, so give him
some space: The end result will be
comparable to the famous ceiling
painting in the Vatican, only on a
much larger scale.
Just last Friday, Dr. Pepper gave
Axl even more incentive to ﬁnish
the album this year, saying that
they would buy every person in
the U.S. a can of their carbonated
prune juice, except for Slash and
Buckethead. I’m not a fan of this
ﬂavored drink which supposedly
has 23 different ﬂavors (I’ve only
counted 12), but if it means that
the album gets done and in my
hands, I’d drink it as if were sweet
November rain after 15 years of
drought.
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